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by Christine Gervais

In 2005, during a project visit to the Dominican Republic (DR), a few volunteers 
and I had the privilege of meeting a young grade 6 student named Yamileisy at an 
ACCESO-sponsored primary school in Guazumita – an impoverished and under-

serviced rural village whose marginalized residents are mainly of Haitian origin. 
Yamileisy, who was the president of the student council, stood out among her 
peers during that visit because she spoke with such confidence and conviction 

during her speech as part of her school’s presentation to our group [top 
photo]. As I left her school that day, I distinctly recall thinking that with such 

impressive leadership and communication skills, she was going to go far in life.

While on a trip to the DR in 2012, our paths crossed again in a fortuitous moment 
that I have come to appreciate deeply. On my end-of-day return from 

visiting a health education project in a neighbouring village, as we passed 
by her former primary school,I thought I would stop by briefly to say 

hello, even though we were scheduled to visit the school officially later 
in the week. As we stepped into one of the classrooms, my attention was 
drawn immediately to an older female student who was sitting at a table 

with younger children at the back of the class. As our eyes met,  
I recognized her as the head girl from 2005. As 

we chatted excitedly, I asked her what she was 
up to – beyond tutoring in her little sister’s 

classroom that day. She explained that she 
was finishing her last year of high school. 

I then asked her what her plans were 
afterwards. She wanted to continue her 

education but was unable to because her 
family lacked the required funds. Marcial 

– her former teacher and principal, and 
the very first student we ever sponsored 

in 1996, proudly informed us during 
that conversation that she was a very 

good student with great potential for 
university. Upon hearing this, I asked 

her what she wanted to study and 
she answered “communications”. 

I proposed that we could consider sponsoring her. She organized her bursary application and 
a year later, Yamileisy enrolled in a Media and Communications program at the Universidad 
Tecnologica de Santiago. 

In 2013, we recognized her as an example of a “Girl Rising” at the film screening of the 
documentary with the same name that we held at the National Archives in Ottawa.  We are 
delighted to announce that she completed her thesis on youth empowerment through community 
radio programs in April 2018 and she graduated in June 2018. She is now working for the school 
board in her district.  While she and her family have often expressed their appreciation over the 
years, I will forever be grateful for that serendipitous moment during my impromptu school 
visit in 2012 that led to a young woman’s fulfilment of her educational, professional and 
leadership potential.

Met by Chance, Educated by Choice
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In Canada, we provided back-to-school supplies and 
hygiene kits for over one hundred low-income refugee and 
immigrant children and youth in the Ottawa area.

In the Dominican Republic, we provided post-secondary 
level bursaries for young adults from the Yamasá area.

In Guatemala, we supported the reconstruction of a pre-
school in the remote mountain Mayan village of Sacala and 
a girls’ empowerment program in Guatmemala City.

In Haiti, we supported a capacity building program at a 
teacher training facility in the Verrettes area.

In Honduras, we assisted with women’s and children’s 
human rights workshops and bursaries in El Progreso, as 
well as distance education, bursaries and residences for 
Lenca girls in Monte Verde and La Esperanza.

In Peru, we sponsored post-secondary students from 
Chincha Alta.

2018 Project Highlights

In 2018, ACCESO International operated in six countries 
supporting various projects from pre-school to  

post-secondary education.

2018 Volunteer Collective
Sarah Alderwick, Olga Chavez, Colleen Cotter,  
Jocelyne Dubois, Rosa Frias, Christine Gervais,  

Chelsey Gervais-Ighorewo, Julia Goodman, Rachel Heft, 
Lisette Jimenez, Shanisse Kleuskens, Flor Lopez,  

Maria Marasco, Brandy McDevitt, Nora McKnight,  
Karen Mount, Rob Myers, Eleanor Norman,  

Kim Paradis, Grant Perry, Lisa Perry, Jossana Souza

Special Thanks to our Volunteers’ Partners, Families & Friends 
for their Support and Encouragement
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Haiti 
$11,468

Canada 
$2,108

Dominican Republic 
$7,500

Honduras 
$20,973

Peru 
$6, 000

Project Expenditure by Country

Guatemala 
$2,500

A complete version of our 2018 Audited Financial Statements is 
available upon request.

Total Projects and Scholarships: $50,550

ACCESO International is an incorporated, not-for-
profit, non-political, non-denominational and non-
governmental Canadian charitable organization that 
is entirely volunteer-operated. 

It was founded in 1996 by Professor Christine Gervais 
to promote greater access to all levels of education in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

ACCESO International functions non-hierarchically 
by focusing on equality, consensus building and 
collegiality among its volunteers, collaborators and 
beneficiaries. Its founding principles of solidarity, 
equality, human rights, peace and social justice enable 
our students, partners and supporters to collaborate 
in relevant, meaningful and successful ways.


